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being to a contrary effect, unless, indeed, some previous decisions give him 
warrant. 

On the question whether the Roman law which Bracton incorporated 
was valid English law, he thinks that there are " no materials in existence 
for a positive answer to this question," but inclines to the opinion that 

As regards the first part of Bracton's work, it was new matter to the Eng- 
lish law, directly copied from Roman sources to fill up a frame-work of his first 
three books, which he had adopted from the Institutes. As to the second part, 
I think that Bracton has both introduced new Roman matter, and reproduced 
English law, derived from the Roman by the decisions of other clerical judges, 
and then recognized as the law of the land. 

The book closes with a number of short chapters on Roman law in 
the text-writers, from Britton and Fleta to Coke, Hale, and Blackstone ; 
an interesting chapter on the authority of Bracton since Coke ; and chap- 
ters on the Roman law in the ecclesiastical courts, in the admiralty, in 
the law merchant, and in the common law. These contain a good deal of 
interesting matter not easily accessible. On the whole, Professor Scrutton 
has made an important contribution to one of the most difficult problems 
of English legal history ; and we may hope for much good work from 
him in the future in a field which has hitherto been much neglected. 

Ernest Young. 

The English Historical Review, edited by the Rev. Mandell 
Creighton, M.A., LL.D., Dixie Professor of Ecclesiastical History 
in the University of Cambridge. No. 1, January, 1886. London; 
Longmans, Green & Co. — 208 pp. 

Annates de VEcole libre des sciences politiques, recueil trimestriel, 
public avec la collaboration des professeurs et des anciens eleves de 
l'Ecole. No. 1, Janvier, 1886. — 164 pp. 

The English Historical Review, we are told in the " prefatory note," 
will not confine itself to political history, nor will it attempt to deal with 
the general development of civilization. Its editor regards history " as 
the record of human action, and of thought only in its direct influence 
upon action." To " avoid the suspicion of partisanship," contributions 
which argue political or ecclesiastical questions " with reference to pres- 
ent controversy " will be refused. Ancient and modern, home and for- 
eign history " will be duly cared for." 

There is certainly no suspicion of partisanship or reference to present 
controversy in the contents of the first number, for but two out of the 
five articles deal with the nineteenth century, and but one of these with 
English affairs. Under the title " Notes on the Greville Memoirs " an 
anonymous contributor gives a clear and interesting account of the 
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unsuccessful attempt of Lord John Russell to form a ministry in 1845. 
The other nineteenth century paper is Lord Acton's " German Schools 
of History." This article is widei than its title. Lord Acton shows 
how the historic method has come to dominate the thought of Germany 
in this century, and outlines its application in politics and economics, 
law and theology, philology and literature. He writes with equal appre- 
ciation of the work of Ranke, Roscher, and Jhering ; and his sympathies 
are sufficiently catholic to enable him to understand men as widely apart 
as Gervinus and Treitschke. The other articles in the Review range 
backward from the eighteenth century to the time of Homer. Provost 
Monro of Oriel writes upon " Homer and the Early History of Greece " ; 
Dr. Freeman upon " The Tyrants of Britain, Gaul, and Spain " (406- 
4ii,A.D.); and Professor Seeley endeavors to show that the family com- 
pact of the French and Spanish branches of " The House of Bourbon " 
shaped the politics of Europe in the eighteenth century. The literary 
notices in the Review are particularly full. More than thirty pages are 
devoted to reviews of books, twelve more to a list of recent historical 
works, and seven pages to periodical publications. 

The Annales de I'Ecole des sciences politiques bear close resemblance 
in scope and purpose, as in genesis, to the Political Science Quar- 
terly. The Annales are devoted to public law and economics ; and 
these subjects are to be investigated by historical and statistical study 
and comparison of legislations. The editors take a position distinctly 
opposed to that of the English Historical Review, promising that no 
question of practical interest which presents itself in France or in for- 
eign countries, and which falls within the domain {competence) of the 
Annales will be passed in silence. One of the longest articles in the 
first number (that of Dr. Louis Ayral) is devoted to the question of 
disestablishment and disendowment in England. Two other articles, at 
least, are of present and somewhat controversial interest ; viz., M. Leon 
Say's history of the interventions of the Treasury upon the bourse during 
the past hundred years, and M. Glasson's article upon the abuses aris- 
ing from the conflict of laws in regard to marriage. M. Leon Poinsard 
studies the present system of taxation in England, and discusses briefly 
the plans of the English Radicals. The two most distinctively historical 
articles reach back to no remoter period than that of the great Revolu- 
tion. M. Raymond Koechlin publishes a preliminary article upon the 
French policy at the Congress of Rastatt, and M. Albert Sorel has a 
masterly characterization of Mirabeau — masterly alike in its historical 
insight and its literary beauty. 

Almost simultaneously with the first numbers of the English Historical 
Review and the French Annales comes the prospectus of a new public 
law quarterly, the Archiv fur offeniliches Recht, edited by Professors 
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Laband, of Strassburg, and Stork, of Greifswald. It is to be devoted to 
questions of international and administrative law. Among the contri- 
butors are Gneist, von Martitz, and other well-known German publicists. 
The names of the editors are a sufficient guaranty for the value of the 
new journal. It is certainly a significant fact — significant of a growing 
interest in historical and political studies — that the year 1886 has already 
brought forth three — or, with our own, four — quarterly reviews of his- 
tory and political science. 

Munroe Smith. 



Wegweiser durch die neuere Literatur der Staats- und Rechts- 
wissensehaften. Fur die Praxis bearbeitet von Otto Muhlbrecht. 
Berlin, 1886. — Large 8vo, 446 pp. 

This book, published by the well-known firm of Puttkammer & 
Muhlbrecht in Berlin, is a most valuable bibliography of the political 
sciences, brought down to the present day. It contains about 16,000 
titles, taking in the literature of Germany, Austria, Switzerland, France, 
Belgium, England, America, Italy, Holland, Sweden, Norway, Denmark, 
and Spain. Naturally, however, the greatest stress is laid on the 
continental European works. A systematic table of contents and a 
complete index materially enhance the value of the book. Among 
the various headings, all of which are again subdivided, we notice: 
Philosophy of Law, History of Law, Private Law, Canon Law, Constitu- 
tional Law, Administrative Law, Political History, Political Economy, 
International Law, Law of Separate States. Among the subdivisions, 
the labor question, to take a particular example, occupies over ten large 
pages, re-divided into : General, Sickness, Dwellings, Wages, Factories, 
Friendly Societies, Insurance, Arbitration, Conciliation, Strikes, Guilds, 
Apprentices, Trades Unions, Periodicals. Although the book makes no 
claim to absolute completeness, it will prove indispensable to every 
student of political science. 

E. R. A. S. 



